THE LAMB
FAMILY

ODDLY enough, he did not come from an
aristocratic family. By the stringent stan-
dards of the age the Lambs were parvenus.
Their fortunes had been founded three generations
before, by Peniston Lamb, an attorney of humble
origin in Nottinghamshire, who died leaving a for-
tune of ^ 100,000. His heir, a nephew called Matthew,
was even more successful. With the help of his legacy
he married an heiress, bought a country place, entered
the House of Commons, and eventually acquired a
baronetcy. Here the family progress seemed likely to
stop: his son, Sk Peniston Lamb, was a less effective
personality. He makes his first appearance on the stage
of history as a young man of fashion writing to his
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